
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Walking in the Way of 
C C S J 

LIVING A LIFE FILLED WITH 
THANKFULNESS             by David 

Esther and I recently watched a lovely movie entitled All Saints. It is a true 

story of an unlikely and wonderful revival in a very small Episcopal church in 

rural America. It will not win any Academy Awards but it made us smile and 

rejoice to be part of Christ`s Church. 
 

A newly ordained priest is asked by the Bishop to go to a struggling parish and 

shut it down. The priest had been a business person and so possessed the skill 

set to sell the church buildings and the large amount of property connected to 

the parish for a good profit. However, God had different plans in mind and the 

congregation of 6 or 7 people became a full worshipping church on Sunday 

mornings  and a Christian community with a heart for others in need. 
 

A group of Karen refugees who were devout Anglican Christians in their home 

country of Myanmar started to come to worship. The priest, his family and most of 

the small group of old-time parishioners began to care, equip and advocate for the 

Karen people, helping them to get their new lives established. But the caring, 

equipping and advocating was a two way street as the Karin parishioners were a 

marvelous blessing for the parish. Frankly, they saved the parish. 
 

When the priest first arrived, a parishioner showed him a photo album of 

happier times when the church had a vital ministry and lots of people.  It was 

intended to be a sad scene where she was grieving and longing for those days. 

But it was also a happy scene with remembrance of Godôs work in their lives.  
 

After the  amazing turn around happened and  the parish was about to harvest 

the crops they had planted to feed the Karin people and pay off the mortgage 

on the church, the same parishioner  got out her camera and took pictures, 

proudly saying ñthese will be for our new photo album.ò  It was a great scene 

of happiness, filled with gratitude to God and hope for the future God had in  

store for them. 
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I thought of these pictures from 
the movie as I wondered what 

to write for this edition of 

Walking in the Way because 

although the newsletter is much 

more than a photo album it is a 

Christ Church St. James family 

photo album. I love the 

pictures. They really help us 

look back to what God has 

been doing in and through us. I 

donôt know what pictures will 

be included. Maybe they will 

be of Yenny and Jon serving 

the youth group a full 

Christmas Turkey Dinner at 

their home and of Jon sharing 

his love of Jesus with them.  

Maybe there will be pictures of 

Kiara and Lij being baptized, 

or of the congregation blowing 

noise makers to remind us of 

the joy of following Jesus.  I 

loved seeing the gift boxes of 

hope, peace, joy and love by 

the altar during Advent and 

opening them up with the 

children.  Pictures of the toy 

room during Food Bank and the 

delighted moms and dads who 

had nice gifts to give to their 

children. Pictures of the choir 

singing at the Carols and 

Lessons Service, of Bible study 

groups in prayer and 

conversation, of Ellen, George 

and Catherine sharing their 

Epiphany stories would all be 

delightful and profound 

memories of recent days at 

CCSJ.  Pictures of silent times 

of prayer, and simple words of 

encouragement and comfort 

shared among each other would 

also be cherished photos to 

view.  And oh so many pictures 

of us eating and drinking at so 

many festive occasions and of 

all the workers preparing for 

these feasts would be fitting for 

the Christmas and Epiphany 

seasons we have celebrated 

together. I could go on and on 

and I am really excited to see 

what pictures do end up in print. 

(I hope there is photographic 

evidence of me winning the 

youth group go cart race, to 

disavow Jonôs claim of victory.) 
 

But thinking of these 

photographs of our recent past 

makes me excited for what new 

pictures we will be taking for 

the next edition of Walking in 

the Way. I am excited about 

what surprises God the Holy 

Spirit has in store for us and of 

how we can joyfully grow and 

serve as followers of Jesus. 

Maybe a large group of Karen 

people will join us. You never 

know. I am confident that there 

will be many opportunities to 

share our faith and to love our 

neighbourhood and our 

neighbours around the world. 
 

My joy in looking back through 

photos and excitement in 

looking forward to new pictures 

being taken is  based upon 

looking back at what God has 

done and what God promises for 

the future. God is in these 

pictures. Obviously not with a 

camera but the people of Israel 

and the first followers of Christ 

often took photographs with 

their mind and hearts. The Holy 

Scriptures was their photo 

album recording what God had 

done and what God promises to 

do.  
 

 

Over and over again we read 

in the Bible of people 

remembering what God has 

done,ò Sing to him, sing 

praises to him tell of his 

wonderful works. Remember 

the wonderful works he has 

done, his miracles and the 

judgments he has utteredò 

Psalm 105: 2,5 Often when 

the Hebrew people had their 

backs against the wall they 

would remember the steadfast 

love of the Lord which was 

from everlasting to 

everlasting. We remember as 

if we were actually at our 

Lordôs cross and empty tomb 

the love he poured out for us 

every time we celebrate Holy 

Communion. Remembering 

and giving thanks is a vital 

part of our Christian faith. 

Fred Craddock in his 

commentary on Philippians 

comments on how 

remembering was so 

important to St. Paul and to us 

today, ñIn circumstances 

which could understandably 

breed doubt, despair, even 

bitterness, Paul remembers 

and is grateful. It was his 

legacy as a Jew to survive and 

even to flourish in painful 

difficulties by remembering 

Abraham, the exodus, the 

temple, the promises. Paul 

already knew before 

conversion that being a 

believer is to a large extent an 

act of memory. It still is, as 

some early Christians 

understood when they 

referred to being lost in the 

world as a óhaving amnesiaò. 
 

But the Bible also paints a 

picture of the future as well. 

We are continually taking 

photographs of our onward  ~ God always answers prayers. It's just that we don't 

always understand the answers. 
 

~ When we become pre-occupied with our weaknesses, 

we give them more power than they deserve. 
 

~ God's laws can't be broken ð we merely break 

ourselves against them. 

 

forward journey to that 

future.  I think a picture of 

the Food Pantry Christmas 

gifts for children is a snap 

shot of us moving towards 

thy kingdom come thy will 

be done. What a picture we 

will take when the 

Kingdom comes in its 

fullest manifestation and 

we are in the perfect 

presence of the steadfast 

love of the Lord that is 

from everlasting to 

everlasting. ò And I saw 

the holy city, the new 

Jerusalem, coming down 

out of heaven from God, 

prepared as a bride for her 

husband. And I heard a 

loud voice from the throne 

saying; See the home of 

God is among mortals. He 

will dwell with them: they 

will be his peoples, and 

God himself will be with 

them; he will wipe every 

tear from their eyes. Death 

will be no more; mourning 

and crying and pain will be 

no more, for the first things 

have passed awayò 

Revelation 21: 2-4. 
 

 I hope you have a 

wonderful time looking at 

the pictures in this edition 

of Walking in the Way and 

have even more fun 

imagining what the Holy 

Spirit will do in and 

through us for new pictures 

to be taken.   Thank you to 

all of our great 

photographers capturing 

life and ministry at CCSJ. 
 

God bless, 

David 
 

~ "God is in love with us. He becomes small to help us 

love Him in return." 

-Pope Francis 
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Like A Coffee?  Meet KLINK! 
by Bruce 

All in the Family 

What does a blessed family look like? 

Well, here's a great example, namely 

Jason and Jennifer McGuire with two of 

the happiest kids on the planet.  

 

Wondering what they'll be wearing next 

Sunday? - here's another good reason to 

make it out to morning worship.  

Proverbs 22:17 

ñA merry heart does 
good like medicineò CCSJ has recently begun to purchase our coffee supplies from KLINK.  

KLINK is a social enterprise created by the John Howard Society of 

Toronto, a not-for-profit charitable organization.  KLINK helps to make 

communities safer and families stronger by providing jobs and training 

for people returning home from prison.. 
 

One of the largest obstacles that former prisoners face is finding good 

and sustainable employment.  
 

To help combat that problem, in 2013, John Howard Society of Toronto 

created KLINK Coffee with seed funding from the former Human 

Resources and Skills Development Department of the Federal 

Government. Their goal was to create a vehicle to help people overcome 

this largest obstacle. Today, too many job applications ask if you have 

not received a pardon for a conviction. People are faced with a decision 

and a dilemma. Answer the question ñYESò and you are automatically 

screened out in many cases or you can answer ñNOò but live with the 

anxiety of being discovered, fired and ostracized even further. 
 

This is a growing problem in Canada and around the world. That is why 

KLINK was created and why KLINK is working to open doors that 

would otherwise be closed to people with a record. 
 

KLINK is a social enterprise and by definition means it was created to 

help people who are marginalized in our society for some reason. 

KLINKôs particular mission is to help people who are trying to reenter 

the work force with a criminal record.  
 

By purchasing our Coffee from KLINK, CCSJ is helping former 

prisoners to restart their lives and reintegrate into our community.  
 

So letôs enjoy our coffee. J And as we do, letôs thank God for the 

ongoing CCSJ visits to the Keele Correctional Center, for relationships 

that are being developed, and for that wonderful living Hope we all share 

in Christ. 

Advent Came Alive at CCSJ! 
 
 

Equation: 4 Big Boxes + A Bunch of Great 

Kids = EXCITEMENT!! 
 

This certainly was our experience during 

Sunday mornings in Advent. Hope, Peace, 

Joy and Love, - all wrapped up and shared as 

gifts with the entire congregation. 
 

There was the fun of unwrapping, the joy of 

sharing...and who could forget those wild 

noisemakers (from the JOY box)! The adults 

were much harder to control than the children!  
 

And wasn't it a terrific idea to have us all 

scribble down thoughts and prayers 

concerning those for topics each week, and 

leave them as an offering to our Lord?  

Brilliant. 
 

The photos say it all. We have much to 

celebrate. May those 4 words fly like banners 

over CCSJ in 2018 for all to see. Amen? 
 

Opening the 'Hope' box  

Cedric seems 

captivated by the 

sermon. 
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An advent morning full of hope,  

Bishop Jenny at CCSJ 

Judy Glandfield leads the Women's Tuesday Community group  

in a life-giving exercise on 'walking with God'. 

Women's Community Group Meeting on Christmas. 

Looks like they let almost anyone in to the Stonegate Ministry 

Volunteer Banquet these days! 

Candlelight Service at Big Guy's Little Coffee Shop 
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