
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers .., but those who 

look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being 

not hearers who forget but doers who act- they will be blessed in 

their doingò        James 1: vs.22a, 25 
 

Greetings everyone, 
 

I pray that you have enjoyed the summer of 2018. It was certainly 

an eventful one for the Smith family. I am most grateful to Bruce, 

Dave and Harold for leading worship and covering for me as it 

meant we could get away to New Brunswick and enjoy a wonderful 

rest and holiday. It really did feel like Holy Days for us.  
 

We spent much of our time on Grand Manan Island in the Bay of 

Fundy. It is one of our favourite places which is a good thing 

because we purchased our retirement home. It will serve as a 

cottage until we retire and then we are off to our little ocean home. 

Islanders warned us to try a winter first before purchasing a home, 

but gale force winds in January donôt scare me.  
 

As wonderful as our holiday was, the month of August (including 

a week in July and one in September) was a sheer delight. It was 

good to be back at home to worship with our sisters and brothers 

in Christ at CCSJ. It was a delight to preach on the Fruits of the 

Spirit. It  was a wonderful gift for me to reflect for over a month 

upon Godôs Word as found in Galatians 5 22- 23, ñ By contrast , 

the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There is no 

law against such things.ò  I would recommend starting every day 

by reading these verses as it put me in a good mood and the right 

frame of mind and heart. 
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However, if my holiday was great 

and preaching on the Fruits of the 

Spirit was a delight what really 

made my summer memorable was 

the fantastic way in which people 

responded immediately with action 

to Godôs Word heard. We were 

living into Jamesô forceful and 

blunt teaching on not simply 

listening to the Word but doing the 

Word.  
 

I could not believe how long I 

preached on patience. I was 

mortified when I found out what 

time it was when I finished that 

sermon.  But of course there was 

some irony in the situation given 

the subject of the sermon and its 

length. The poor congregation that 

day had to practice patience 

immediately. Thank you very 

much for that! 
 

But love, generosity, kindness, 

patience, gentleness, was 

delightfully put into action the 

Sunday I preached on generosity. 

Gaalaôs mother died suddenly in 

Mongolia and because he could not 

return we welcomed him to join us 

in worship and to offer him prayers. 

We welcomed him to bring a picture 

of his mother and I said a few words 

about her and their love for each 

other with Tseiko translating my 

message and prayers. Then during 

Holy Communion everyone lit a 

candle by Gaalaôs motherôs 

photograph. When I looked down 

from the altar to view this scene I 

saw doers of the Word and not only 

hearers. People were shaking his 

hand, giving him hugs, and other 

expressions of love, kindness and 

generosity. Everyone slowed down 

and practiced patience as we gave 

this young man our time. It was a 

beautiful moment.  
 

Then Gaala practiced incredible 

generosity by hosting a full on meal 

for 60 or more of us, complete with 

presents for each one of us. It is 

wonderful when Godôs Word is 

acted upon in the power of the 

Spirit. For me the summer was filled 

with delight as we gave glory to 

God whose power working within 

us can do infinitely more than we 

can ask or imagine.  We canôt 

imagine what God can do but we 

certainly caught a glimpse of it 

when love, patience, kindness, 

generosity, gentleness, came up 

and embraced Gaala.  
 

I am so looking forward to 

ministry this autumn and marking 

our first anniversary in the parish.  

There will be many opportunities 

to hear Godôs Word and to do 

Godôs Word and it will be fun to 

share in this together. 
 

If I can be of service to you with a 

visit or meeting for conversation 

or a prayer please feel free to 

contact me. 

 

Peace, joy and love, 

 

David 
 

Mission Update 

 What an amazing summer of mission weôve enjoyed at CCSJ! Some of 

our outdoor highlights include the Café Church on the Lake Shore 

gatherings óunder the big blue skyô at the foot of 6
th
 Street; the Mid-

Week Hallelujah gatherings, that grew from 22-65 in number; the daily 

Bible Club for children in Bel Manor Park; and the CCSJ Parish Camp 

at Koinonia, followed by our óalmost annual Menôs Retreatô. Some of 
our indoor joys were with celebrations at the foodbank and the pending 

arrival of babies! ï not to mention a great bunch of Sunday mornings!  

 

Weôre a blessed bunch. 
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 Here are some wonderful ósnap shot remindersô  

as we give God all the thanks and praise. 

Mid Week Hallelujah 

The Bible Club outdoors 
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Mission Update continue 

Cafe Church on  

the Lakeshore 



 

The Foodbank Birthdays: Liam and Dawn 

CCSJ at Camp Koinonia 
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